GARDENING WITH
WATERMELON
Tips for an easy and sweet activity!

Growing watermelon is easier than you think! The main items
you'll need are seeds, well-drained soil, water, and sunlight!

Types of Watermelon
1. Early Season
"Icebox melon": Petite sized
melon.
Takes the shortest amount
of time to mature (70-75
days).
2. Main Season
Larger than Early Season.
Takes longer to mature (8090 days).
3. Seedless
Pollinated from other
seeded watermelons
growing nearby.
Often sweeter.

Growing Practices
1. Direct Sowing
The main method used in
warmer climates.
Seeds are put directly
into the ground.
2. Transplantation
The main method used
when there is not enough
time for the melon to
mature before the
growing season ends.
The seed is started
indoors and then
transplanted outside
after the last spring frost.
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How to Grow Watermelons:
Direct Sowing
1. Start about 2 weeks after your last spring frost date.
The soil needs to be at least 60°F, but an ideal temperature is
70-95°F.
2. Start with moist soil. Make sure it does not get soggy.
3. Dig a hole about 1 inch deep, smooth the surface of the soil in the
planting area, and then press 3-4 seeds flat into the surface of the
soil.
4. Cover the seeds with soil and pat the soil down gently.
5. Gently water the seeds with just enough water to keep the soil
moist.
6. Within 5 to 10 days, your seeds should begin to sprout.
7. Thin your plants when they're a few inches tall by choosing the best
two looking seedlings and snipping the other ones off.
8. The watermelon is ripe when the spot where the melon has been
resting turns yellow.
Additional Tips
Location: Make sure your watermelon has plenty of room to
grow. Allow it to have its own separate space away from other
plants.
Sun: Grow your watermelon in a full-sun location.
Soil: The soil should be loose, well drained, and sandy.
Water: Seedlings require water when the soil is dry, but
established plants require 1-2 inches of water per week.

Check out these websites for more info:
https://bit.ly/2RT9vWV
https://bit.ly/34CJeyH
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